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Following this session, you should
be able to:

Break down your research

question
Understand what databases are

and how to access them

Find more help if needed

Stock Photo: Students using computers.
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Breaking Down Your
Research Question
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A research question should be:
« Specific
- Focused
e Clearly formulated
« Well defined (no ambiguity)

p——
Stock photo: People doing research.
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Good or bad? What do you think of these as research topics?

Take 2 minutes to discuss with your neighbour.

How is glacial melting
affecting penguins in
Antarctica?

Why are social networking
sites harmful?

The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin
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Why are social networking sites
harmful?

« Which social networking sites?
« What kind of harm?

« Assumes ‘harm’ is proven
and/or accepted.

)
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Stock photo of people holding their phones.
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How is glacial melting affecting
penguins in Antarctica?

- Narrows down to a specific cause
(glacial melting).

- A specific place (Antarctica).

- A specific group that is affected
(penguins).

Stock photo: Penguins jumping in water.
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What are Databases and
How Do I Access Them?



Trinity College Dublin

W H AT I S A D AT A B AS E '? ° | Colaiste na Triondide, Baile Atha Cliath
= The University of Dublin

Article

[
— [

The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin



Trinity College Dublin

i‘ V)
D ATA B AS E S AT I C D ‘_ N Colaiste na Trionoide, Baile Atha Cliath
The University of Dublin

Trinity College Dublin 1037 Databases

(MJABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ#

Library subscribes to over
A

1000 academic

Africa and the New Imperialism

Alternate Name(s): AM Explorer Humanities Essentials

databases. They contain

Uncover the history of European colonisation across the African continent in the late-nineteenth and early-twentieth

. .. century through the rare printed works, diaries and journals, correspondence, maps, photographs, and film footage
th ousan d S Of 1 d IVId ua I presented within Africa and the New Imperialism.
journa |s, broken down by A Global History of Epidemics, 1800-1970.

Alternate Name(s): AM Explorer Humanities Essentials

year, volume, and issue.

A Global History of Epidemics, 1800-1970 brings together unique primary sources to enable research into a pivotal
. . part of history for public health and medicinal advancement. Through a broad range of sources including
Th e re a re a ISO m U SlC, a U d |O, correspondence, official reports, diagrams, photographs and film footage, researchers can explore developments in
disease prevention, outbreak management, sanitation and public welfare as well as track the spread and treatment
of major epidemics and pandemics across the globe in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.

and film files.

The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin
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« Scroll down to find
Databases A-Z

Library Catalogue Articles and More Digital Collections My Library

Account
Search for books, ebooks, journal titles, and more

The new Library catalogues - FAQs @ Submit feedback on the new catalogues @ Book a Group °

Search alphabetically
for the database or

search for a specific
e name

Study Room

Borrowing & Renewing

Databases A-Z

The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin
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Subject Librarian’s Page Subjects on Database (A-Z)

« CINAHL Ultimate (new interface) = .
Database Title / Keyword Subjects wW

An authoritative source of information for the professional literature of

I'm a Lecturer

nursing, allied health, biomedicine, and healthcare. It provides full-text for
I'm > Diocaruans - more than 1,300 indexed journals. With more of the top nursing and allied

health journals, CINAHL Ultimate provides better research results for

Databases for Nursing & Asian Studies
Midwifery ’ better patient care. Note: This link is to the updated CINAHL search
3 ) interface.
A j! 7th Referencino more. . Biochemistry
Guide
« EMBASE =
Biomedical and pharmacological database which provides access to the Biology ubﬂ
What is SUMARI? most up-to-date information about medical and drug-related subjects. New I Triul Dutu buses
maore...
Botany cl
The following databases are newly acc
. . .. Business
being evaluated for a future subscripti
. . Chemistr
An Focl6ir Nua Gaeilge~ (59 Y N

The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin
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Spend 3 minutes finding the databases that you think will be most
relevant to your studies. Share your results with a partner.

2 ._ ‘- L]
9. " 09 00
.: ,.,..." -‘....;.
' 7 Academic ol;: iit®
‘ Search -'_-'_-; °c. 0
EBSCOhost Complete BIBLIOGR APHY OF BRITISH AND ®eee®

IRISH HISTORY

< I N A H L Digital Atlas of the Roman Empire

WEB OF SCIENCE

@ PsycINFO®

Basic Searching Tutorial

A WORLD-CLASS RESOURCE
el FOR BEHAVIORAL AND
SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH

<EBSCOhost

The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin
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Starting A Search
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WHAT DO I DO NEXT?

First steps to conducting a search.

o Too broad? A

Controlled

e Not enough
information

;
topic

e Select your
keywords

Determine
' g 4
main concepts )
P e Medical or

Science?

e Arts and
Humanities?

N |dentify relevant
databases

The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

e Enter your
keywords

Database Searching
Advanced Workshop

(
| » Search index
1 of Subject

| Terms

|

\

Covered in
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To search databases use:

Boolean Searching
*  Your own keywords el

s . AND
. . violence AND is used to narrow a search.
( include synonyms an d variant television  This will retrieve records that
have both keywords.

spellings) o

CGH_Ege DR is used to expand a search.
university  This will retrieve records that
have either keyword. It’s
useful for synonyms.

«  Synonyms are words with identical
or nearly identical meanings.

 Boolean operators (AND, OR)

« Truncation symbol (*) and consider
phrase searching (“ ")

The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin
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TO NARROW A SEARCH

« The operator AND:
health AND anxiety

- Phrase searching, in
quotation marks,
e.g.”"mental health”

7,942,315 total results

health AND anXiety 205,592 total results

“mental

health” 84,701 total results
AND

anxiety

Search conducted in Medline database.

The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin



TO BROADEN A SEARCH
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health* OR “patient

care”

9,181,796 total results

I B

9,077,884 total results

health*®

L I

7,942,315 total results

health

s

Use the operator OR (OR is more!):

to combine synonyms, e.qg.

health* OR “patient care”

for variant spellings, e.g. tumor or
tumour

truncate: therap* = therapy;
therapies; therapeutic; therapeutics.

Search conducted in Medline database.

The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin
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Over To You
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How is glacial melting affecting
penguins in Antarctica?

1. Determine main concepts

2. Select keywords and synonyms
3. Write for 2 minute
4

. Share your search terms with

your neighbour

5. What did you come up with?

Stock photo: Three penguins walking on snow.

The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin



V| Trinity College Dublin

CONCEPTS & SEARCH TERMS
There are 3 main concept: Keywords
1. glacial melting >+ glacial melting
2.penguins - loss of ice
3. Antarctica .
* ice melt
* penguin

* emperor penguin

 Antarctica

The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin
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LET'S TRY THIS IN THE DATABASE 7| Trinity College Dublin

‘ACADEMIC SEARCH COMPLETE’

The Library of Trinity College Dublin / Library Guides / Databases A-Z

Databases A-Z

Find the best library databases for your research. Search by databases or resource title or by subject area.

This is a listing of all the databases and resources provided by the Library and is the best place to find out what is available in your subject area.

Database Title / Keyword Subjects v Types v Vendors '

The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin



NOW TRY THIS SEARCH

Searching Actions

1. Try penguin versus penguin* Thinking of the keywords you

2. Try penguin®* OR antarctica captured earlier, try using

3. Try penguin* OR antarctica » the truncation symbol (*)

OR "“glacial melting” . phrase searching (“ ")

4. Try penguin®* AND antarctica
AND “glacial melting”

- Boolean Operators
remembering OR is more and
AND is less

The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin
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More Helpful Searching
Info
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Download LibKey

Nomad to use

Google/Google Scholar
to find specific articles
and use our paid

subscriptions

American Journal of Hospice and Palliative Medicine®

Mary Ann Impact Factor: 1.4
Liebert 5-Year Impact Factor: 2.0

ﬂ Restricted access Research article First published online April 25, 2025 Re-use permissions [/

Nutritional Interventions in Advanced Cancer: Scoping Review

Aynur Aktas, MD "2 [, Shirley Thomas, MD, .3, and Declan Walsh, MD, MSc @& View all authors and affiliations

Volume 43, Issue 6 https://doi.org/10.1177/10499091251335249 View article versions

-— Contents 0 Get access

Download PDF
Trinity College Dublin n o

The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin
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PROFILE LOGIN EXAMPLES B | e o o i

Set up a profile on databases you use often to permanently save
searches so you can rerun them at a later date.

[SU s rIUuULL

13 Clarivate

Web of Science” Smart Search Advanced Search o] Signin +

New search Browse by ~ Research tools v Links v | © MyEBSCO ‘

Basic search MENU DOCUMENTS RESEARCHERS

al

=

Search articles, ebooks & more

The Library of Trinity College Dublin - Leabharlann Choldiste na Trionéide, Baile Atha Cliath | Searching: Academic Search Complete

All fields ~ ‘
Search in: Web of Science Core Collection v Editions: All v ‘

All fields v ‘

AND WV
ProQuest Access provided by TRINITY C EGE DUBLIN STRUCTURE
AND WV —
@ Addrow | @ Delete row ERIC mediterranean
Filters Search options Subjects Basic Search Advanced Search About |  Change databases

Q

Search for terms in Academic Search Complete -- Subject Terms

Enter search terms...
|

® Peer reviewed @ Search tips

This database is sponsored by the U.S. Department of Education to provide extensive access to education-related Tl"i"iW,CO“EF".E lzllbi‘ir?
RN oot o, Raile Atha Cliath

literature. ERIC provides coverage of journal articles, conferences, meetings, government documents, theses,
dissertations, reports, audiovisual media, bibliographies, directories, books and monographs.

Leabharlann Cholaiste

Coverage: 1966 - current naTriongide, Baile Atha

The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin
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£ | @ DatabasesA-Z x Advanced search - EBSCOhost / X - Drama pedagogy: subvertinga: X @ New Tab x  + ~ — X
@ &2 research-ehsco-com.elibedie/c/oaovxd/viewer/html/ii6dynexiv ] w @ 0 . i] ¢ » = (m] cC @ @ =0 research-ebsco-com.elib.tadie/c/oaouf/search/advanced filters?autocorrect=yBidb=psyh&proxyh [ 7% ©@ 0 @ 55 & » =
- @ Getting Started & Google B ITServices @ NewTab B mytedie €3 A-Z Databases: web of.. €6 Microsoft Office Home @) Blackboard B Library ¥ Office 365 B Trinity Web Systems %> [ Other Bookmarks
vices @ NewTab E} mytedie € A-Z Databases: web of.. G Microsoft Office Home @ Blackboard @ Library = Office 365 E} Trinity Web Systems % [ Other Bookmaris o _———————————————————————
- . © i New search Browse by Research tools Links & 8 MyEBSCO
Reluctant warriors: Premillennialism and politics in the Moral Majority. H &« B & L 8 & O 0 ——
Bahasa Indonesia Cestina Dansk
Search articles, ebooks & more : .
Deutsch v English Espafiol
. . . The Library of Trinity College Dublin - Leabharlann Choldiste na Triondgd: Basic search
[} Frangais Hrvatski Italiano
Reluctant warriors: Premillennalism and
Magyar Nederlands Norsk -
", 8 . 0 .
polltlcs ln the Moral Ma] Orl Polski Portugués (Brasily Portugués (Portugal)
‘ AND v H v ‘
Romana Sloventina Slovenski
Published in: Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion, Sep 1§41,APA PsycInfo | ano | o ek Téngih v ‘
= Library Men: Trny Colege Dubin ey g G s [ Torkee EAANVLKG Pycciumit
By: Wilcox, Clyde; Linzey, Sharon; Jelen, Ted G. bject teimn @ . n L oo
1 fia
(Gale Research Complete L A g
EE=] R =i Lave
QSEEVC'I[ ] [?Da{abases] Advanced Search < B 4 &
Resuls Cie SendTo.. Download

©
View Options: i}

GTC  Original Document (FDF)

INTRODUCTION

15148
15/07/2026

N

Drama pedagogy: subverting and remaking learning in the thirdspace.

Format ttir 1J
r a S e I S Authors: Jane! Dutton and Kathy Rushon From: Australian Joumal of Language and Document Type: Report -
Date: June 2022 Literacy (Vel. 45, Issue 2) @ Length: 9,069 words a I I l I a e s e I I I S
Publisher: Ausiralian Literacy Educators’ DOI: htip:fidx doi org elib fcd ief10 1007/

Association $44020-022-00010-8

I8 EXPLORE

EE A A« Ad o)
. / Mare Like This
FO n t S e tt I n g S Fostering Critical Translingual Writing in an

Elementary English Dominant Classroom: In this
Langusge Arts, Nov. 2021,

Abstract:

The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin
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Your Subject Librarian

Our HITS classes
- Database Searching Advanced

- G (5 httpsi//www.tcd.ie/library/

- Managing Your References: ' -
EndNote 2025

Our Guides & Tutorials page

What does good
academic integrity
practice look like?

Our LibGuides . e
v
« Writing a Literature Review

« Doing a Systematic Review

Exercises on slides 5-7 developed by Dr Derek Richards - Systematic
Literature Reviews presentation, Student Learning Development, TCD.

The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

Admissions

Academic Integrity
Borrowing & Renewing
Databases & E-Books
EndNote

FAQs
MyReadingList@TCD

OfLComrpes-AL ess

Subject Librarians

Welcome to the Library



https://www.tcd.ie/library/support/subjects/
https://www.tcd.ie/library/support/skills-training.php
https://www.tcd.ie/library/support/tutorials/
https://libguides.tcd.ie/literature-reviews
https://libguides.tcd.ie/literature-reviews
https://libguides.tcd.ie/systematic-reviews
https://libguides.tcd.ie/systematic-reviews
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In Conclusion
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In this session you learned how to:

- Break down your research question

- Understand what databases are and how
to access them

- Build an effective search strategy

- Find more help if needed

The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin
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Please scan to complete our feedback form.

The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin



Thank You

Feel free to contact us with any queries:

Librarian Name, Librarian Email

www.tcd.ie/library
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