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LEARNING OUTCOMES

Following this session, you should 
be able to:
• Break down your research 

question
• Understand what databases are 

and how to access them
• Build an effective search strategy
• Find more help if needed
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Breaking Down Your 
Research Question
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YOUR RESEARCH QUESTION

A research question should be:
• Specific
• Focused
• Clearly formulated
• Well defined (no ambiguity)
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Good or bad? What do you think of these as research topics? 

Take 2 minutes to discuss with your neighbour.

RESEARCH QUESTIONS EXAMPLES

Why are social networking 
sites harmful?

How is glacial melting 
affecting penguins in 

Antarctica?
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Why are social networking sites 
harmful?

• Which social networking sites?

• What kind of harm?

• Assumes ‘harm’ is proven 
and/or accepted.

QUESTION 1
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How is glacial melting affecting 
penguins in Antarctica?

• Narrows down to a specific cause 
(glacial melting). 

• A specific place (Antarctica).

• A specific group that is affected 
(penguins).

QUESTION 2

Stock photo: Penguins jumping in water.



What are Databases and 
How Do I Access Them?
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WHAT IS A DATABASE?

A repository for storing, managing, and securing organized collections of data.

Title

Author

Article

Publisher

Date

Location
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DATABASES AT TCD

Trinity College Dublin 

Library subscribes to over 

1000 academic 

databases. They contain 

thousands of individual 

journals, broken down by 

year, volume, and issue. 

There are also music, audio, 

and film files.
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HOW TO FIND DATABASES

• Go to tcd.ie/library

• Scroll down to find 
Databases A-Z

• Search alphabetically 
for the database or 
search for a specific 
name
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HOW TO FIND MY DATABASES?

Subject Librarian’s Page Subjects on Database (A-Z)
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YOUR TURN!

Spend 3 minutes finding the databases that you think will be most 
relevant to your studies. Share your results with a partner.



Starting A Search
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WHAT DO I DO NEXT? 

First steps to conducting a search. 

• Too broad?
• Not enough 

information

Choose your 
topic

• Select your 
keywords

Determine 
main concepts • Medical or 

Science?
• Arts and 

Humanities?
Identify relevant 

databases

• Search index 
of Subject 
Terms

• Enter your 
keywords

Controlled 
vocabulary

Covered in 
Database Searching 
Advanced Workshop

Search
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To search databases use:

• Your own keywords 
(include synonyms and variant 
spellings)

• Synonyms are words with identical 
or nearly identical meanings.

• Boolean operators (AND, OR)

• Truncation symbol (*) and consider 
phrase searching (“ ”)

SEARCHING FOR ARTICLES
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TO NARROW A SEARCH

• The operator AND:
health AND anxiety

• Phrase searching, in 
quotation marks, 
e.g.“mental health”

health

health AND anxiety

“mental 
health” 

AND 
anxiety

7,942,315 total results

205,592 total results

84,701 total results

Search conducted in Medline database.
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TO BROADEN A SEARCH

Use the operator OR (OR is more!):
• to combine synonyms, e.g. 

health* OR “patient care”
• for variant spellings, e.g. tumor or 

tumour
• truncate: therap* = therapy; 

therapies; therapeutic; therapeutics.

health* OR “patient 
care”

health*

health
7,942,315 total results

9,077,884 total results

9,181,796 total results

Search conducted in Medline database.



Over To You
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RESEARCH QUESTION EXERCISE

How is glacial melting affecting 

penguins in Antarctica?

1. Determine main concepts

2. Select keywords and synonyms 

3. Write for 2 minute

4. Share your search terms with 

your neighbour

5. What did you come up with?
Stock photo: Three penguins walking on snow.
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Keywords

• glacial melting

• loss of ice

• ice melt

• penguin  

• emperor penguin

• Antarctica

CONCEPTS & SEARCH TERMS

There are 3 main concept:
1.glacial melting

2.penguins

3.Antarctica 



The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

LET’S TRY THIS IN THE DATABASE 
‘ACADEMIC SEARCH COMPLETE’
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Searching

1. Try penguin versus penguin*

2. Try penguin* OR antarctica

3. Try penguin* OR antarctica 
OR “glacial melting” 

4. Try penguin* AND antarctica 
AND “glacial melting” 

NOW TRY THIS SEARCH

Actions

Thinking of the keywords you 
captured earlier, try using

• the truncation symbol (*)

•  phrase searching (“ ”)

• Boolean Operators 
remembering OR is more and 
AND is less



More Helpful Searching 
Info



The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

Download LibKey 

Nomad to use 

Google/Google Scholar 

to find specific articles 

and use our paid 

subscriptions 

LIBKEY NOMAD - ACCESS FULLTEXT

https://www.tcd.ie/library/using-library/off-campus.php
https://www.tcd.ie/library/using-library/off-campus.php
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PROFILE LOGIN EXAMPLES

Set up a profile on databases you use often to permanently save 
searches so you can rerun them at a later date.
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ACCESSIBILITY TOOLS

Language settingsFormat settings

Font settings
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MORE HELP

Exercises on slides 5-7 developed by Dr Derek Richards - Systematic 
Literature Reviews presentation, Student Learning Development, TCD.

Your Subject Librarian

Our HITS classes
• Database Searching Advanced

• Managing Your References: 
EndNote 2025

Our Guides & Tutorials page

Our LibGuides

• Writing a Literature Review

• Doing a Systematic Review

https://www.tcd.ie/library/support/subjects/
https://www.tcd.ie/library/support/skills-training.php
https://www.tcd.ie/library/support/tutorials/
https://libguides.tcd.ie/literature-reviews
https://libguides.tcd.ie/literature-reviews
https://libguides.tcd.ie/systematic-reviews
https://libguides.tcd.ie/systematic-reviews


In Conclusion
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LEARNING OUTCOMES

In this session you learned how to:

• Break down your research question

• Understand what databases are and how 

to access them

• Build an effective search strategy

• Find more help if needed
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QUESTIONS?
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FEEDBACK

Please scan to complete our feedback form.



Feel free to contact us with any queries:

Librarian Name, Librarian Email

www.tcd.ie/library        

Thank You 
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